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forest, and land revenue, the excise receipts always show a marked falling-off in years of famine or scarcity.
The customs revenue is mainly derived from the general Customs, import duty, certain special import duties such as those on arms, liquor, sugar, and petroleum, and an export duty on rice. The general import duties were, as already stated, reimposed in March, 1894; cotton goods were included in the dutiable list in December of the same year, and the duty on cotton cloth was lowered from 5 to 3^ per cent, in February, 1896, cotton twist and yarn being simultaneously exempted. The only important change made since that date is the imposition of a countervailing duty on beet sugar imported from Europe. In 1896-7, the first year of the existing arrangements, the net customs revenue amounted to 415 lakhs ; in 1900-1 it was 467 lakhs or, without the countervailing sugar duty, 446 lakhs. The receipts for 1901-2 showed an increase of nearly 70 lakhs over the figures for 1900-1, and those for 1902-3 a further increase of 15 lakhs* The customs revenue rises with the growing trade of the country and fluctuates according to the circumstances of the year. It is to a certain extent threatened by a cause which is, from every other point of view, a matter for satisfaction; namely, that the growing native industries are beginning to supply wants hitherto met from abroad. Instances in point are the rapid expansion in the local production of petroleum wad the development of the cotton industry*
Apart from a small local tax in the Central Provinces, abo* Assessed Itshed in 1903-3, the receipts from assessed taxes shown in ****** Table II consist entirely of the general tax on non-agricultural incomes above Rs. 500, which was substituted in 1886 for the licence tax of 1878. The net proceeds of the tax amounted in i8&6~7 to xa8 lakhs, and in 1902-3 to 307 lakhs* This tax is less affected by Hie accidents of the year than other forms of revenue, and has increased steadily, at an annual rate of nearly 5 lakhs, with the growing incomes of the people. The recent exemption of incomes between Rs. 500 and Ri. 1,000 caused a logi of 30 lakhs in 1903-41 which, however, is now being gradually made up* It may be noted that the taxation of property by inheritance and succession duties cannot be largely resorted to in India, by reason of the Hindu joint fiamily system which vests ownership in the family as a whole.
More than three-quarters of the Provincial rates are derived Provincial from the general cess on land, wMefa was imposed in mostmlelf Provinces in its present form in 1870 and i8?it and wms enhanced m Northern India, m part of the famine policy, in